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If there's a line, he'll cross it; 
if there's a knot, he'll cut it; 
if there's a risk, he'll take . 

it... smiling. In his solitary . 
world, there's no room for 
second thoughts, no margin 
for error, “Out there” is a 
permanent state of mind, 
and the more impossible, 
downright insane the mission, 
the better this daredevil 
AUTOBOT likes it. His name... 


| | IS HOT ROD. Z 


THE TRANSFORMERS: srottisHt HOT AOU 


WAITTEN AY: SIMON FURMAN 
ART BY: HICK ADCHE 
BOLORS By: LIAM SHALLOO 


COUER ART BY: MICK ROCHE 
& JAMES HALE 


LETTERS BY: ADBBIE ROBBING 
evits ev: DAN TAYLOA 


L TRY 10 FOCUS... 
ON THE MISSION, 
THE OBJECTIVE, fi} 


ys 
ALL THE WAY BACK TO THE 
SILICON STEPPES OF K/-ALETA. 
— ae 
My FIRST TIME IN OVERALL 
CHARGE OF A TACTICAL UNIT, 
My ONE FAILURE. I'VE RE-LIVED 
IT, IN GRINDING STOP-MOTION, 
A THOUSAND TINES. 


WELCOME TO ONE ff aut 
THOUSAND AND OWE... 


as 


A KIL, MAYBE. CONDITIONS. 
ARE PLAYING MERRY HELL 
WITH INSTRUMENTATION. 


YOU WOULDN'T 
GET A READING 
WORTH SPIT, AND 
[] BESIDES, NO ONE IN 
THEIR RIGHT MIND Fy 
WOULD ATTEMPT — 
A CROSSING. 


GUESS THAT'S 
WHY NO ONE 
BOTHERS TO 
MONITOR THIS 
VECTOR. 
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«OF THE OMEGA BUNKER. 
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TLL HAVE THE HOLOMATTER |——__—_ 
PROTECTOR UP AND RUNNING IN JUST 
j A FEW NANO-ELIKS. STAND By... » 
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RIGHT. BORE 
DRONES ONE AND 
TWO ARE IN 
POSITION. LET'S. 
GO TO WORK... 


DROPSHIP 
UPLINK ALIGNED 
AND LOCKED, 


HAVE BORE 
DRONE THREE 
LOCK ONTO MY 
POSITION AND 
BACKTRACK. 


THOSE THINGS THAT 
LOOK LIKE STATUES, 
THEY'RE THE OMEGA 
GUARDIANS, RIGHT? 


WE DON'T KNOW 
MUCH ABOUT THEM, 
JUST THAT THEYRE 

VERY OLD, PROBABLY 

LEFT BEHIND By 
WHATEVER RACE BUILT 
THE BUNKER, AND 
THEY'LL DEFEND THE 

MAGNIFICENCE WITH 

EVERY BIT OF LETHAL 

FORCE THEY POSSESS. 
WHICH, BY THE WAY, 

IS CONSIDERABLE. 


THE TRICK, 
THEREFORE, |S TO 
GET THIS DONE = 
CLEAN, IN AND [i 
OUT WITHOUT A 
FIREFIGHT. 


NO. WAIT. SCZATCH 


FIRST ONE. 
NORTHEAST LOOP Fie 


(S CLEAR. BUT... 


I NOW HAVE NO 
VISUAL FOR AISLE 
ETEEN, NORTH. 


SOME OF US. 
MORE LITERALLY 
THAN OTHERS. 


SO FAR SO UNMOVED. LET'S 
SEE WHAT HAPPENS WHEN, IN 
ADDITION TO SIMULCRUMS... 


«WE THROW IN 
SOME FIREWORKS! 


SWE HAVE THEIR 
ATTENTION.” 


REALISTIC EVASIVE ACTION. 


BUT, BY THE SAME 
TOKEN, IF THEY'RE H/ 


IT’S... WELL, 
MAGNIFICENT. 


THING IS, THE DECEPTICONS CAW.... AND, 
ACCORDING TO OUR INTEL, WiLd. AND IF THE 

MAGNIFICENCE TRULY IS SOME KIND OF ALL-SEEING 
ORACLE, THEY'LL HAVE A ROADMAP TO EVERYTHING 
EXPLOITABLE IN THE ENV7/RE UNIVERSE! 
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HOT ROD, THIS... 
FEELS WONG. 1 
JUST... CANT— 


J | 
‘OUR JOB... |S TO ify 
KEEP IT FROM 
TEMPTATION. 
\ 


RIGHT... YEAH. 
SORRY. HERE GOES... 
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«THE VIRUS POPS EVERY CELL DOOR. 
| 


J 


Z-LATERAL |S QUIET, THE 
OCCUPANTS EITHER UNAWARE 
rs ING MORE THAN A 


Vo \" 
OR JUST TOO WEAK 
OR BROKEN TO TAKE 


INSTEAD, I FOCUS ON Hi/M. WHEN WORD FIRST REACHED ME THAT 
HE HELLHOLE, EVERY 


«I WAS BRINGING. 


DEALER? WHAT IS 
YOUR STATUS? 


I HAVE THE 
OBJECTIVE. IF 
YOU'RE ABLE, GET 
YOURSELF OUT 
OF THERE—NOW! 


I'M PINNED DOWN! 
DECEPTICONS... AN 
ATTACK SQUAD... BEFORE 
T KNEW IT, THEY WERE 
RIGHT ON TOP OF ME! 
HOT ROD... 


THAD My OWN,"OPTICS- 

ONLY" ORDERS, ORDERS. 

& THE OTHERS KNEW 
NOTHING ABOUT. 
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EVERY TIME SINCE, WHENEVER T'VE 
TACTICAL 


SS 
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HE'S FAIRLY 
DRIPPING WITH 
GUILT AND REMORSE, 
SEES THE WHOLE 
-ALETA MESS AS 
VERY MUCH OF HIS 
OWN MAKING. 


T WONDER HOW 
HE'D REACT... 


DOESN'T SUSPECT 
A THING. AS FAR 
AS HOT ROD'S 
CONCERNED, I'M 
THE VICTIM OF 


A TRAGIC SET OF si 
CIRCUMSTANCES. a 


ALL DOWN TO ME." 


“EVERYTHING, FROM 
THE SABOTAGED 
| POWER CELL TO THE 
§ SHAM AMBUSH. THANES 
TO ME, THE MISSION 
WAS COMPROMISED 
BEFORE IT EVEN BEGAN, 
AND—IF NOT FOR HOT 
ROD‘S UNEXPECTED 
SWITCH PLAY...” 


+. YOUR SECRET HALT CAN SEE I MUST 
SERVICE WOULD HAVE WATCH YOU... VERY CAREFULLY! 
HE MAGNIFICENCE, AND I PERHAPS, FROM NOW ON, I 
WOULD BE VERY WELL SHOULD CALL YOU... 
OFF INDEED! 


INDEED. AND YET—ALL THIS. 
TIME LATER-NE/THER OF US 
HAS WHAT WE WANT. 


AH, BUT HOT ROD OWES: 
ME. OR THINKS HE DOES. I CAN 
EXPLOIT THAT. IN TIME, 
AS THE TRUST BUILDS, I RECKON 
I CAN GET HIM TO TELL ME 
EXACTLY WHERE HE STASHED 
THE MAGNIFICENCE. 


AND THEN, 
BANZAITRON— 
IT'S ALL YOURS! 


